Family Support, Family Resource Center and Respite Services GRANT
Chatham Family Resource Center

225 Chatham Square, Siler City, NC 27344

(919) 663-1181 Fax (919) 663-7485  

February 26, 2007

  

Marina Chatoo, Program Coordinator

Community Based Programs

NC Division of Social Services

325 N. Salisbury Street

Mail Service Center 2410

Raleigh, NC 27699-2410

Dear Marina:

The Chatham Family Resource Center (FRC) was established 14 years ago as an organization to provide direct services, education and outreach to strengthen families in Chatham County.  It was the continuation of the lay/home visitor model Helping Mothers Program and study conducted by the UNC School of Public Health in Chatham and Lee Counties.  This study led to the State and Medicaid funded Baby Love Program in North Carolina. 

The FRC took the prenatal lay outreach worker concept and applied it to whole family support.  15 programs operate out of our 8000 square foot facility to support families.  We provide a full range of direct services to over 400 clients a year including 800 transports, case management, emergency services and basic needs.  We make hundreds of home visits in our programs.  We conduct parenting classes, and until this year had 3 childcare centers in our building including 2 Head Starts.  The FRC has been recognized for its work, especially in the growing Hispanic population. 

Within this population there are many who have never completed formal education. They have no vision of where it can take them, so we feel we need to work with them to develop that vision.  Most do not speak English, and mistrust governmental agencies intruding into their homes and lives.  There are frictions between Immigrant parents and their American-born children.  We have children born of mixed marriages, and many living in a single-parent household.  Our county is large and many live in isolation. Over 50% of the residents of our largest town, Siler City, are Hispanic. 

Yet this FRC does not serve only Hispanic people.  The African-American based Focus on Fathers and We Care parent support groups originated here, and meet here.  Many in our Narcotics Anonymous group who meet here 4 nights a week are White.  Any socio-economic or cultural level of resident can, and do, access our resources.  We are good at making resources available to our residents. 

This project will make families stronger by teaching them how to identify and access their own personal resources and bring them to bear in their lives.  This path is through knowledge, skills, tools, and a vision  of how a family can make itself strong, and its children healthy, safe and prosperous.

This project will make resource providers more accessible and more knowledgeable of our families by partnering with them to reach families.  This project puts more resources in the hands of parents so they are better nurturers of their children.  And the best thing of all is that the parents and community will do this for themselves.

The project will implement parts of several model programs including:

Home Instruction Program for Parents of Preschool Youngsters

MELD, a community-based parent education program

Parents as Teachers

Strengthening Hawaii Families

The Nurturing Parenting Program

Strengthening Multi-Ethnic Families and Communities

This project serves all of Chatham County, but Siler City is our primary area of concern.  Here the work of raising the standard of family expectations for education, health, safety and all descriptors of a successful community must be raised.  This project can help do that.  

This is not our project, alone.  Participants will include most of our human services providers.  We will partner with our local Department of Social Services, whose employees can assist us in training and mentoring our lay advisors.  Our public schools and Head Start will coordinate with our efforts, as will our public and private medical providers.  The FRC is a Smart Start Program, and we will coordinate all their programs with this outreach.  

Please give our application your full consideration.  

Thank you,

  

William Lail, M.Ed.

Chairman 

  

 

http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/pubnotice/docs/RFA-%20FRC-Respite%2007-09.doc
