Chatham Family Resource Center

Board of Directors Meeting

September 22, 2004

In attendance were:

John Grimes, Cecil Budd Tire Co.; Gabriel Soltren, Gold Kist; Mark Gonzalez, SCPD; Bill Lail, Chatham Family Resource Center; Maria Lapetina, Smart Start; Kathy Davis, Townsend’s Poultry Processing Plant; Geraldine DeGraffenreidt, Chatham County Public Health Department; Megan Culler, AmeriCorps*VISTA member; Kathy Prince, FRC Programs Coordinator; Kelly Jolley, Chatham Medical Reserve Corps Program Coordinator.

Bill Lail opened the meeting by welcoming all attending.

Approval of minutes was motioned by John grimes with a second from Gabriel Soltren, show of hands unanimous.

Charlie Horne asked that Bill Lail cast his vote for him on all matters before the board today.

Nominations for new members were made and motion to accept made by John Grimes, seconded by Maria Lapetina. Show of hands was unanimous.

Motion to accept new by laws was also made by John Grimes, seconded by Maria Lapetina, and show of hands was unanimous. Changes to by lays are to reflect annual meeting to be held in spring except for this year, and fiscal year is to remain July 1 – June 30. Gabriel also asked to have documents punctuation checked.

Megan Culler presented the Latino Family Planning Project report. This quarter’s report was similar to last quarter. New client numbers were low, however, numbers showed a high retention in current clients. Carolina Perez, former AmeriCorps ACCESS member had spoken to a total of 8 teenagers on pregnancy prevention at the request of their parents. This is a new concept in family planning, however, some Hispanic families are finding it easier to have someone neutral educating their children. This will be done as needed. The AmeriCorps ACCESS and VISTA members created a survey based on education and concepts of family planning within the community. The survey was conducted during home visits educating the community about family planning. Women between the ages of 18 – 40 completed 99 surveys.  The members also made 13 family planning transports to a medical provider during this quarter. Some of the results of the survey are as follows: Average age was 28years old; 77 were married; 82 are from Mexico; Average time in US was 6 years; average time in Chatham County was 4.8 years. The majority of the women stated they felt that family planning was not safe or effective. This was based on lack of education available to the women, OTC birth control methods lacking any education, etc. The survey also showed that 20% of women did not know where they could go to receive family planning education within the community. 

Bill stated this is the only family planning project that is using scientific approach to addressing the family planning issues within the Hispanic community. This year, the LFP grant was divided in thirds between the FRC, CCPHD, and Piedmont Health Services. PHS donated their third to the HD for this years outreach totaling $36,666.66 for the HD and 18,333.34 for the FRC. With the money provided my the LFP grant, family planning nurse, lab tech, and interpreters in the family planning clinic for the HD and the FRC funds will be used for supplies such as IUD’, birth control pills, etc. 

Bill also stated that he and Megan were working on a grant for Thomas Bender, Chatham County Fire Marshall. This grant would help place smoke detectors in rental homes with out them in place already, help renters to develop safety plans and provide education on reducing risks of fires through home visits, plant safety committees, churches and transports. The grant amount would range from $30,000.00 to $50,000.00 and will address homes with children ages 14 and under, adults aged 85 and over. Kathy Davis expressed the need for an educational component that would educate renters on their rights and responsibilities as well as the rights and responsibilities of their landlords. 

Kathy Prince reported on the CERT/Citizen Corps Council programs. Since the last board meeting, not a lot of new activities have taken place and there was no new business addressed at the last Citizen Corps Council meeting. To date, there are 3 CERT trained teams in Chatham County: Fearrington had 26 members complete their training, with an additional 25 more waiting on the next training; Alston Chapel Church had 10 members complete the training; Pleasant Hill UMC had 22 complete their training. 

Kathy went on to discuss the Citizen Corps/FEMA deployment for hurricane victims. This was the first time Citizen Corps Councils were asked to deploy their CERT and MRC volunteers to assist FEMA Disaster Services. Volunteers were to be sent to Atlanta for their staging and training, sworn in as FEMA temporary employees, then sent to their deployment area to complete their service as either a Community Relations Officer or Disaster Recovery Team. All trained CERT volunteers as well as trainers were contacted, but once the original deployment time was changed from 2 weeks minimum to 6 weeks minimum, the response was low. We were able to get deployment on one CERT trainer, Jeff Beck; and 2 MRC Interpreter Corps volunteers. However, the MRC volunteers were not able to deploy before the Atlanta staging center was full. Within days, the request for 2500 volunteers had been filled. Once the recovery efforts have slowed down, Kathy hopes to get better acquainted with other statewide units to discuss how this has effected their recruitment. Additional CERT trainings are now being scheduled at Fearrington and at the Governors Club and all other objectives of grant have been met.

Bill included that in order to branch out the CERT teams more within the community, the idea of CERT teams in plants. Would this be redundant to the safety teams already in place? Would members of each plant’s safety team be willing to join a unified team to assist smaller plants without safety teams during a plant emergency? These are a few of the questions he would like to have addressed by the plants to see if this idea would be valuable. Kathy Davis felt it would be a good idea, she suggested speaking with Fred Judge about his safety team. She also suggested maybe more training could be done within the plants on a more flexible training basis. The 3 all day classes in a row can be discouraging to employers due to their production demands. 

Kelly Jolley presented on the Medical Reserve Corps program. The agency drills have been completed with the exception of 2. The HD recently concluded their first 2 Incident Command System classes, with a total of 24 participants. There are 2 more scheduled for October with as many people signed up to take the class. This class is taught by Robbie Knepp and has been approved by the NC Nursing Association as a Continuing Education Course, offering nurses to receive 8.4 CEU’s for completing. This is the first time the NCNA has recognized such a course and offered credit for taking. This is important due to each emergency response agency has their own IC system, so understanding the system as a whole enables one to understand the individual systems in place within each agency.  

MRC volunteers participated in 2 Hurricane exercises at the EOC. This was also the first time volunteers were offered a seat within the EOC during an emergency situation. Our volunteers had a first hand experience of EOC operations in emergency. After the exercises, Interpreter Corps volunteers distributed hurricane educational material to local plants for employees. Kathy Davis said it would have been great to have MRC and CERT in place during Fran chaos. The Interpreter Corps now has 15 volunteers and are still recruiting. This has been expressed as the greatest need of all agencies, both during an emergency and daily. The Chatham Hospital/Charles Craft exercise established relationships with interpreters and first responders as well as emergency room staff that could be utilized in future emergency situations. Kathy Davis also asked the qualifications for Interpreters related to each agency. She expressed interest in how fluency was determined. Each agency has their own idea of qualifications, however, the MRC requires only that each volunteer is completely fluent in both speaking and reading/writing. When discussing the Ride Along program with First Health, Gabriel suggested the interpreters’ ride along to familiarize themselves with the community. 

Liability issues are still among the highest concern of all participating agencies. Bill and Kelly have contacted Bob Gunn, County Attorney, to discuss what exactly Chatham County’s liability policy is. They have also contacted Attorney General Roy Cooper, seeking his advise on how to implement the volunteer programs where needed.

The Sheriff’s Ag Exercise at Carolina Stockyards was successful. Each agency participating saw the need for changes, and is looking at ways to improve plans. 

The Team concept for MRC volunteers is being planned, identifying areas where specialized teams would benefit more than general volunteer turn out. Some of the teams being discussed would be a quick strike Vaccinations team, Mental Health team, Animal Services team, Information Tech team, Community Relations team, Media team, and a plant based team, etc.

There will be a Vaccination clinic at Townsend’s processing plant in Pittsboro September 29 from 12-5. 

